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Few persons stop to think what they mean by It    They do
not pretend that Fox or Pitt or Burke or Chatham would
have betrayed England In cold blood for money, or decora-
tions, or for the satisfaction of some personal spite.    If they
mean that no one of those four men kept In strict subjec-
tion, every moment of his life, all the little acrimonies and
ambitions that turn a man's  mind from  his  duty to his
country, their contention Is not likely to  be disputed  by
anyone who remembers Chatham's behaviour In 1766, the
behaviour of Fox and Burke in 1789, or the behaviour of
Pitt in 1784, 1803, and 1804.    They were all mortal men}
and not one of them lived every moment of his life In the
transcendent  transports of patriotism, any more than he
lived it in the transports of any other virtue;   but  they
were all men who loved their country and dedicated their
great talents to Its service.    Fox, It has sometimes been said,
loved justice better than his country.    It would be truer to
say he never thought that the Interests of justice and those
of his country could be long separated.    When he rejoiced
In the failure of the attempt to subdue America, or the failure
of the firs4: confederacy against France, he rejoiced In the
collapse of a project that he considered just as ruinous to
England as to America or France.   There Is nothing that
conflicts with Fox's reputation for patriotism In the passages
from his letters which record his joy over the failure of the
Quiberon expedition or the American War unless Chatham's
rejoicings over American resistance are criminal, but the
passage that has made the deepest impression on the public
mind  is  the  passage in which he said to Grey In 1801,
". . . . the truth is I am gone something further In hate to
the English Government than perhaps you and the rest of my
friends are, and certainly further than can with prudence be
avowed.    The triumph of the French Government over the
English does In fact afford me a degree of pleasure which It
Is very difficult to disguise."1    Most persons remember the
sentence and  forget the circumstances  under which this
1 Memorials and Correspondence\ vol. ill. p. 349,